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New member information 2008/2009 
 

 
In 2007, Cairns retained its status as the most popular superyacht destination in 

Australia. The local superyacht industry is currently valued in excess of $50 million per 

year.  

This success has been achieved largely through the diverse activities of The Super 

Yacht Group – Great Barrier Reef Inc. This 70+ member industry cluster is dedicated to 

the promotion of Cairns and the Tropical North Queensland region as a premier 

superyacht location, providing world-class service to superyachts. 

 

Since 2001, The Super Yacht Group – Great Barrier Reef has achieved all of its goals 

and exceeded all of its targets. Some achievements: 

• Annual superyacht visitation has more than tripled (10 per year to 40-50 per year) 

• Economic impact has more than tripled ($15m per year to $50m per year) 

• Successful outcome to key tax and regulatory negotiations 

• Increased superyacht related employment 

• Internationally recognised superyacht training developed 

 

Globally, the superyacht market continues to show robust growth. Growth in demand has 

increased by around 26-30% every year since 2001. 2008/09 promises increased growth 

and further challenges, which we are preparing to embrace with vision and dedication. 

 

In 2008, The Super Yacht Group – Great Barrier Reef will expand on its strong profile at 

The Monaco Yacht Show and Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show. The Group’s 
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service directory, featuring Tropical North Queensland cruising, industry and regional 

information has been extremely well-received and will continue to be a useful source of 

information for superyachts planning their journey and upon arrival. 

 

The Super Yacht Group – Great Barrier Reef yields influence when communicating with 

all levels of government regarding current and potential regulatory impediments.  In 

2008/09, we will continue to assist in creating a favourable environment for international 

superyachts on the industry’s behalf. The Super Yacht Group – Great Barrier Reef has 

been working tirelessly with the relevant departments to facilitate an environment in 

which international superyachts can charter within Australian waters. A Federal election 

commitment is being followed up to create a customised visa which has been promised 

for May 2008.  In addition, the local and state regulatory environment is being mapped 

by the cluster to provide information across government, industry and it’s clientele on 

what is involved when a superyacht visits Queensland and Australia. 

 

The marketing, industry development and lobbying work conducted by the cluster can 

only be done with the support of cluster members and the wider involvement of industry. 

 

The Super Yacht Group - Great Barrier Reef is successfully demonstrating how 

collaboration can increase the competitiveness of a region. We look forward to your 

involvement.  

 

Please process your membership fees before May 31, 2008 for the 2008/2009 

membership year. If you require any further information, please don’t hesitate to contact 

me at any time.  

 
Kind regards, 
 
Colleen Watson 
Manager 
Super Yacht Group - Great Barrier Reef Inc. 
 
NB:  Late payments may result in your listing being excluded from the hard copy Super 
Yacht Group – Great Barrier Reef Inc. Directory. 
 

 


